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STATEMENT FROM DUE THE RIGHT THINGS ON
HATE CRIME AGAINST VIRGINIA BEACH FAMILY 
CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Contact Rev. Gary McCollum
(757) 708-5987

Norfolk/Virginia Beach- On Thursday, February 15th; Wavy TV-10 reported that a Virginia Beach family was harassed with a threatening letter filled with racist slurs and threatening violence against the family if they did not take down their Black History Month outdoor decorations proudly displaying historical black icons including civil rights activist Rosa Parks, Judge Thurgood Marshall, abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and Congresswoman Shirley Chrisholm.  

The hate letter sent to the Evans family stated that it was from the KKK and threatened that the family would “pay a price.”  The family, fearful for their safety, reported it to the police, but feeling unsafe they left their home to stay with relatives. In addition, the Evans family and their neighbors have called for Virginia Beach police to take this case more seriously and are requesting help to ensure more safety for the community and family.

The Due the Right Things organization, a citizen community group consisting of local business, community, political, and religious leaders working to build stronger communities; immediately reached out to Virginia Beach Chief, Paul Neudigate; to ensure that the Evan’s family and neighborhood are safe with more frequent police patrols after it was reported that police patrols had yet to commence after the first reporting. The police chief has since pledged full cooperation and understands the seriousness of this incident. Further, DTRT and community leaders are requesting an immediate investigation that includes state and federal law enforcement agencies of this hate crime to help deter these deplorable actions and find the culprits of these crimes. 

“In this day and age where Black History should be celebrated with pride and love, these acts of racism and hate are not acceptable.” said co-founder, Rev. Gary McCollum. The Evans family like most Americans should be free to celebrate holidays without fear of persecution. They were showing some of the African Americans who helped advance our nation and were threatened because of it. We should be supporting one another instead of being torn down.”

One of the Evans Black History Month displays depicted civil rights activist Rosa Parks with her quote, “You must never be fearful about what you’re doing when it’s right.”  Her quote reminds us that today there remain obstacles to unity. 

“It is due time for racism to end and we are requesting our communities, government, elected officials to band together to exorcise hate, destruction, and intolerance,” said Dr. Veronica Coleman, DTRT board member. 

DTRT plans to aid Evan’s family and will keep this issue at the forefront of our government leaders and police. “It is essential to stand against the prejudice and hatred that persists. In the face of adversity, we are hopeful our police, elected leaders, and community will act together” said Dr. James Allen, co-founder of Due the Right Things.
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