ATTORNEY REBECCA D. WINN, PLC

Attorney and Counselor at Law

66 INGALLS RoAD
FORT MONROE, VIRGINIA 23651

{(757) 303-5874
—— AttorneyRebeccaWinn@ gmail.com

September 19, 2021

sent via email & U.S.P.S,
Paul J. Fowler, III, Parole Board Investigator

RE:  Supplement and Amendment to the Petition for Conditional Pardon of Lawrence Jacob Stephens
Inmate #
DOB: 01/28/
SSN: ¥ )

Dear Mr. Fowler,

In my ongoing effort to provide any new information that may be helpful to your investigation and to the

Parole Board’s review and determination, I am providing another supplement and amendment found on pages 4-5 in
bold blue font,

1. Introductory Facts

a. Information for Lawrence Jacob Stephens

Inmate No.:

DOB: 01/28/1

SSN:

b. Convictions for which this Conditional Pardon Request is Being Made

CASE NO. OFFENSE DESCRIPTION OFFENSE DATE VA CODE (2002)

CRO02-1689-01 Robbery (F) 11/13/2001 18.2-58

CR02-1689-02 Use or Display of Firearm 11/13/2001 18.2-53.1
in Committing Robbery (F)

CR02-1689-03 Robbery (F) 11/13/2001 18.2-58

CR02-1689-04 Use or Display of Firearm 11/13/2001 18.2-53.1
in Committing Robbery (F)

CR02-1689-06 Armed Statutory Burglary (F)  11/13/2001 18.2-90

CR02-1689-08 Abduction (F) 11/13/2001 18.2-47

CR02-1689-09 Use or Display of Firearm 11/13/2001 18.2-53.1

in Committing Abduction (F)
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C.

Sentence

The December 19, 2002 Sentencing Guidelines prepared by Mr. Stephens’ Probation Officer called for
thirteen (13) years of incarceration. As shown in the Final Disposition of the Sentencing Guidelines, and in
the court’s Sentencing Order, the court departed from these Guidelines and ordered that Mr. Stephens instead
be incarcerated for a total sentence of three (3) life terms plus twenty-three (23) years with no time suspended.
The Department of Corrections Report shows that one (1) life term is defined as a period of six-hundred (600)
years. Accordingly, the court deviated from the Sentencing Guidelines which called for thirteen (13) years of
incarceration, and instead ordered that M. Stephens be incarcerated for a total sentence of one-thousand
eight-hundred and twenty-three (1,823) years. EXHIBIT A.

CASE NO. OFFENSE DESCRIPTION SENTENCE ORDERED
CR02-1689-01 Robbery (F) LIFE - six-hundred (6 00) years
CR02-1689-02 Use or Display of Firearm three (3) years

in Committing Robbery (F)
CR02-1689-03 Robbery (F) LIFE - six-hundred (600) years
CR02-1689-04 Use or Display of Firearm five (5) years

in Committing Robbery (F)
CR02-1689-06 Armed Statutory Burglary (F)  LIFE - six-hundred (600) years
CR02-1689-08 Abduction (F) ten (10) years
CR02-1689-09 Use or Display of Firearm five (5) years

in Committing Abduction )

Appeal History

On June 18, 2003 a single judge of the Virginia Court of Appeals denied Mr. Stephens Petition to Appeal his
Circuit Court convictions.

On December 23, 2003 a three-judge panel of the Virginia Court of Appeals subsequently denied, by final
order, Mr. Stephens Petition to Appeal his Circuit Court convictions.

Mr. Stephens drafted his Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus which was entered with the Supreme Court of
Virginia with the assistance of counsel.

Mr. Stephens was unsuccessful in his efforts on appeal and now seeks post-conviction relief through his
request for a Conditional Pardon.

Other Relevant Background Information
Kermit Stephens is the father of Lawrence Stephens. He was in poor health throughout Mr. Stephens

childhood and passed away when Mr. Stephens was stil] very young. Mr. Stephens has very few memories of
his father.

Betty Stephens Sample is the mother of Lawrence Stephens. Mr. Stephens was close with his mother who

was sickly at the time that he entered prison and who passed away in 2011. During his childhood, his mother
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Mr. Stephens has two siblings with whom he has maintained a healthy bonded relationship during his
incarceration. His brother, N lives outside of Virginia but still travels to work and volunteer
within the local community. His sister, . % lives in North Carolina where she is a successful
business owner offering photography and videography services. If granted the relief requested, part of Mr,
Stephens Reentry Plan includes living with and working for his sister (discussed further below).

Mr. Stephens has two daughters: who was 2 years old at the time of his sentencing, and
-7 " who was not vet born when Mr. Stephens was first incarcerated. While Mr. Stephens is
estranged Irom . _ » he has managed to maintain and grow a healthy bonded relationship with
his younpest dauehte: -, - - My Stephens regularly speaks wit id will proudly tell
you that . .~ --38 built her career providing first responder EMT services to our local community. Having
grown up without the significant presence of a father in his own life, Mr. Stephens hopes that his request for
a Conditional Pardon will grant him the opportunity to nurture and be present in the lives of his daughters.

2. The Compelling and Extraordinary Reasons for why this Conditional Pardon Should be Granted

a. The circumstances at the time of the erime deserve just consideration
Because of the little income that his mother brought in, Mr. Stephens and his siblings grew up very poor. Mr.
Stephens was regularly bullied and teased because of the things he did not have and because of the conditions

mother simply could not afford. Mr. Stephens was in the 11th grade at Hampton High School when he was
forced to quit school and work to help provide for his family. When his White girlfriend became pregnant
with their child, her parents became infuriated that she was carrying a Black baby and kicked her out of her
home. His girlfriend now without a place to live, and with Mr. Stephens mother having moved into assisted
living care, Mr. Stephens and his girlfriend were homeless and began to live in a car. In need of money to
purchase necessities for his scon to be born child, and in debt to a co-worket, the co-worker promised that he
would relieve Mr., Stephens of the debt i he committed the acts that eventually led to his incarceration, Mr.
Stephens was just a teenager when he committed these acts. Accordingly, some regard and consideration

should be given to Mr. Stephens undeveloped cognitive state and psychosocial immaturity at the time that he
committed these acts.

b. The penalty itself is unjust
The penalty itself is unjust because it is extraordinarily excessive, because there are concerns that it was

influenced by and ordered because of M. Stephens race, and because of the concerns related to the inadequacy
of Mr. Stephens representation during the underlying proceedings.

i. The sentencing ordered drastically deviates from the guidelines

The sentence ordered was well above the sentencing guidelines in effect at the time and Lawrence
Stephens has already served more time than what the sentencing guidelines called for.

Lawrence Stephens was sentenced to three (3) life sentences plus twenty-three (23) years — a total of
1,823 years — with no time suspended. The Sentencing Guidelines in effect at the time called for thirteen
(13) years of imprisonment. Mr. Stephens, a first-time adult offender has already served nineteen (19)
years in prison, a term well in excess of what the sentencing guidelines recommended. In summary:

*  Sentencing Guidelines — 13 years

° Sentencing Ordered by the Judge - 1,823 years

° Years Already Served by Mr. Stephens — 19 years
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iii.
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Additionally, legislation has since changed such that the degrees of the underlying crimes have changed.
‘Though, this legislation is not retroactive, and Virginia has otherwise abolished the availability of Parole
in this matter.

Covid-19 Related Medical Need

As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to spread around the globe and cause such great loss of life, our
prison population remains uniquely susceptible, and Mr. Stephens is no exception. His vulnerability to
the virus (especially given his history of severe asthma) alone presents the necessary “extraordinary and
compelling” reason to grant the requested relief.

There is serious concern that this sentence is a direct result of Mr. Stephens race

Lawrence Stephens was an eighteen (18) year old Black teenager who received a sentence that far
cxceeded that of his White co-defendants who received disproportionately low sentencing. While
reviewing the case file, transcripts, and filed pleadings at the Courthouse, T was especially alarmed to
read that the Prosecutor was not even sure of the full scope of the role that Mr. Stephens played during
the acts in question apart from the role played by his co-defendants, According to the Sentencing
Guidelines Final Disposition, the judge’s “Reason for Departure” was based on the general nature of the
events in question but was absent any rationale for why Mr. Stephens was treated differently from his co-
defendants in his sentencing—specifically, the “Reason for Departure” was absent any rationale as to
why the three White co-defendants who were the actors that actually planned the underlying acts, and
who identified the location where the acts were to take place, and who led and accompanied Mr. Stephens
were all given much lighter sentences than Mr. Stephens, and was absent any rationale as to why Mr.
Stephens was treated differently from the only other Black co-defendant, a seventeen (17) year old
teenager who we believe is now eligible for Parole. This inability to see from the trial record why Mr.
Stephens was treated so very differently from his co-defendants was not isolated to the trial alone. This

placed on trial as an adult, and the co-defendants were either White adults or a teenager who, unlike Mr.
Stephens, we believe is now eligible for Parole. While I do not have the current sentencing status for all
of the co-defendants, I do have the final sentence for incarceration for Paul Michael Melendres, a white
male who was 29 years old at the time, and who was described as the “mastermind” that planned the
crime, and for Darnell Nolen, the only other Black co-defendant who was 17 years old at the time of the
crime. To illustrate the egregious disparity in Mr. Stephens sentencing, the chart below shows the number
of years that each co-defendant was sentenced to serve for each of the same exact charged offenses:

PAUL MELENDRES DARNELL NOLEN LAWRENCE STEPHENS

CHARGE (29 years old—“mastermind”) (17 years old) (18 vears old)
ROBBERY 7 years S years 600 years
USE OF FIREARM 3 years 3 years 3 years
ROBBERY 0 years S years 600 years
USE OF FIREARM nolle prosse 5 years S years
BURGLARY 0 years 10 years 600 years
ABDUCTION nolle prosse 0 years 10 years
USE OF FIREARM nolle prosse 5 years S years

TOTAL: 10 years 35 years 1,823 years
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Notably, the judge defined a “LIFE” sentence for Paul Michael Melendres—the “mastermind”—as a term
of ninety-nine (99) years and suspended the vast majority of each of his LIFE terms, while the same judge
defined a “LIFE” sentence for Mr. Stephens as a term of 600 years, all of which Mr. Stephens is to serve.

There is serious concern that this sentence is a direct result of inadequate defense representation
The transcripts of the underlying case, EXHIBIT B, reflect that M. Stephens first raised his concerns
during the course of the proceedings that his court appointed attorney was engaged in professional
misconduct, was misrepresenting the facts of the underlying events to the court, and that his attorney was
inadequately providing for his representation. A Motion to Withdraw was entered and Mr. Stephens
sought to have the court’s approval for the substitution of counsel. This Motion was denied. At the hearing
on the Motion, the judge stated “Well [Attorney] I've known you for as long as you’ve practiced law.
And you’re one of the most forthright lawyers that I've met ~ and there are many, but you are one of
them. [ have never, ever suspected that you misrepresented anything” and that “You do not misrepresent
them. And that would be an observation” and that “The cheating, I don’t know what that has to do with;
but as far as I know, you're a very upstanding and moral person, and cheating is not something I would
suspect you of.” The judgment reflected in these transeripts would be later countered during the Virginia
State Bar’s Disciplinary proceedings against the Attorney. At the hearing to Withdraw and Substitute
counsel, the Attorney even raised the concern that a potential bar complaint could arise from the issue
and that he may need to notify his malpractice carrier and that “the [Attorney-Client] relationship is not
what it should be” and that he “would fee] extremely uncomfortable representing [Mr. Stephens] in this
matter” because of the concerns that Mr. Stephens raised with the court regarding the inadequacy of the
representation. While the court gave Mr. Stephens the opportunity to hire his own private attorney, Mr.
Stephens’ family was ultimately unable to afford the necessary retainer and thus the Attorney was not
allowed to withdraw as Mr. Stephens’ court appointed counsel. Mr. Stephens’ inability to afford the high
cost of private counsel would prove to be detrimental to his case.

Mr. Stephens was advised by his court appointed Attorney that if he entered into a Plea Agreement,
EXHIBIT C, that he would avoid the harsher consequence that the risk of a trial loss would produce.
The reality of the extreme punishment attached to his admission of guilt for the remaining charges as well
as the severe limitation of his rights on appeal were not known to Mr. Stephens until after the Plea
Agreement was entered into. Specifically, Mr. Stephens was led to believe that if he were to go through
a trial by a jury of his peers on the charges to be nolle prosequed as part of the Plea Agreement and then
lost on those charges, that the penalty would have been much harsher than if he were to enter into the
Agreement admitting guilt to the seven (7) remaining charges for which he was ultimately convicted.
What Mr. Stephens did not know when the Plea Agreement was formed, and what was not made clear to
him by the court until after he agreed to the Agreement, was that his admission of guilt carried the
consequence of three (3) life terms plus twenty-three (23) years of incarceration—a total of 1,823 years—
and that an appellate court would be limited to the two issues of (1) whether the trial court had Jurisdiction,
and (2) whether the trial court abused its discretion by exceeding the maximum punishment, and that the
appellate courts would otherwise be without the ability to consider the court’s discretion with regard to
the excessiveness of the ordered sentence as compared to the Sentencing Guidelines in place at the time.
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Mr. Stephens was left to alone draft his own Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, EXHIBIT E, which a
different Attorney eventually assisted with filing with the Supreme Court of Virginia, EXHIBIT F.
Unfortunately, because of the limitations on appeal created by the Plea Agreement, Mr. Stephens did not
prevail in his effort to appeal to the Supreme Court.

Mr. Stephens now seeks post-conviction relief through his previously filed Petition for a Conditional
Pardon. I have enclosed his original letter of request to assist in your consideration of this matter.
EXHIBIT G.

¢. Honesty and Remorse
Mr. Stephens expresses deep regret and remorse for his conduct and the pain that he has caused, and he now
seeks relief and grace through his request for a Conditional Pardon, Throughout this matter, Mr. Stephens has
been honest about the underlying events and has maintained personal accountability for the crimes in question,

This remorse and reflection is not a recent development. The case file, transcripts, and filed pleadings in this
matter show that Mr. Stephens has been consistent in his remorse, regret, and sorrow for his conduct since
committing the underlying acts and that he has long been reflective of how this conduct impacted the lives of
others. The trial transcripts show that Mr. Stephens explained that “if [he] could take it all back [he] would™
and that he viewed this as a “learning experience” from which he has grown.

Mr. Stephens forthright honesty remains today and is well reflected in his enclosed initial letter of request
for relief. In my conversations with M. Stephens, he has been reflective over how he would have felt if his

own family had experienced what the victims did and he continues to feel deep embarrassment and shame for
the underlying events.

d. Rehabilitation while in custody

Mr. Stephens is a gifted and curious individual who often expresses an interest in learning, but because of the
classification of his confinement he has not had access to participate in many programs of interest. Though,
even with such limited resources, Mr. Stephens has been resilient and has achieved various accomplishments
during his incarceration, to include:

e Achieving his GED

e Completion of a substance abuse class for his marijuana use

¢ Completion of Anger Management programming

o Completion of Motivational Enhancement Therapy

®  Completion of Cognitive Processing Therapy

ServSafe food service skill and training program

While M. Stephens has not been charged with any felonious crimes while incarcerated, hig prior filings reflect
that he has committed certain non-violent and non-gang related institutional infractions over the course of his
nineteen (19) years of incarceration, As explained in those prior filings, Mr. Stephens is remorsefu] and in no
way seeks to marginalize those institutional infractions. On August 6, 2021, Mr. Stephens was notified that
the only recent institutional charge against him was marked as dismissed/overturned. EXHIBIT 1.
Accordingly, I believe that the last institutional infraction committed by Mr. Stephens was in 2018. These
infractions are reflective of an individual who entered incarceration as a teenager, and who believed that he
had exhausted all post-conviction relief available and would otherwise live out the remainder of his life
imprisoned without the ability to father his (at the time) young daughter and unbom child. Angered by the
disparities in his sentencing and the inadequacy of his representation, Mr, Stephens understandably acted out.
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The record shows that as Mr. Stephens grew into his adulthood and matured, the frequency and severity of
his infractions waned, and that Mr. Stephens has rehabilitated. Since his institutional entry as a teenager, Mr.
Stephens has grown, matured, and reformed into an adult that is curious to learn more about the world and
who has illustrated a talent for writing which he would like to develop further with the opportunity of release,
To further his post-incarceration success, Mr. Stephens plans to seck additional rehabilitative and
developmental resources currently unavailable to him (discussed further below).

3. Employment History
Prior to his incarceration, Mr. Stephens employment history includes:
e Work at Chic-fil-A
e Work at Schlotsky’s Deli
o Work at Steak-N-Ale
* Kitchen help and Dishwasher at Harpoon Larry’s

Since his incarceration, Mr. Stephens employment history includes:
* Kitchen staffing
* Housekeeping

4. Academic Accomplishments
Mr. Stephens was enrolled in the 11th grade at Hampton High School in Hampton, Virginia when he was forced
to quit school in order to work and help provide for his family. While at Hampton High School, Mr. Stephens was
a successful member of the football and basketball team. Since his incarceration, Mr. Stephens has gone on to
achieve his GED and remains curious about the world and eager for the opportunity of an education that the
granting of this post-conviction relief would afford him,

3. Reentry Plan

Upon release, Mr. Stephens plans to engage in “self-help” resources which will support his mental, social,
emotional, and spiritual growth,

a. Housing

As mentioned above, Mr. Stephens has maintained a healthy bonded relationship with many family members

since being incarcerated. As such, his Reentry Plan includes living with his sister in North Carolina upon
release.

b. Employment
Mr. Stephens plans to and has arranged for work that will grow his existing interests and talents.

First, Mr. Stephens has been offered employment by the nonprofit Fighting 4 Freedom project. This will be
a remote job and will allow Mr. Stephens to work as a Writer for this project which advocates for criminal
justice reform and assists with requests for post-conviction relief.

Second, Mr. Stephens has been offered employment with the business owned by his sister. This will initially

be a part-time position that will allow M. Stephens to work as a Production Assistant and holds the potential
for advancement into fuli-time employment,
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¢. Medical and Mental Health Care
In 6th grade, Mr. Stephens was diagnosed with ADHD and prescribed Ritalin. While he only took his
prescribed medication for a few months, his course of post-incarceration mental health treatment will likely
benefit from addressing lingering mental health issues that have otherwise gone ignored and untreated by
prison healthcare services.

Since his incarceration Mr. Stephens has been treated for depression, anxiety, and severe asthma and will
continue to seek out adequate mental and physical healthcare resources to address these issues as part of his
Reentry Plan,

Initially, Mr. Stephens plans to seek healthcare coverage through expanded Medicaid provisions and/or
through the Healthcare Marketplace, and then eventually through employer provided healthcare once such a
benefit is made available to him.

d. Community Integration Plan
Mr. Stephens is well aware that because he entered prison as a teenager and grew into his adulthood there,

that he will need to actively seek out community resources in order to supplement that gaps created by the
reality of “growing up” in jail.

animals and is interested in seeking out community involvement with animal aid and other similar
organizations which advocate for the humane treatment and quality of care for animals,

6. Photos and Letters of Support
In his prior filings, photographs and letters of support have been submitted, EXHIBIT H. as follows:

°  Virginia Senator Dave Marsden, 37th District
o Tanya Smith, Gospel Spreading Church of God
* Tracy Marie Stephens, sister-in-law
® Traletta Danielle Banks, Career Advisor for the North Carolina Workforce System
* Celanese Bozeman, family friend
¢ Jemnifer Yvonne Powell
 Teresa Armstrong, family member
* Katrina Jiles, friend
* Mark A. Armstrong, Pastor and Probation Ministries for Kem Ministries

Please feel free to give me a call should you have any questions or concerns or should you need any additional
information in this matter.

I'thank you in advance for your time, courtesy, and consideration.

CC:  Lawrence Jacobs Stephens
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SENTENCING ORDER

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF YORK COUNTY

FEDERAL INFORMATION PROCESSING STANDARDS CODE: 139
Hearing Date; December 19, 2002

s ||l A

LAWRENCE JACOB STEPHENS, DEFENDANT

This case came before the Court for sentencing of the defendant, who appeared in person
Wwith counsel, John Konstantinou, The Commonwealth wag represented by Donna Maw,

On September 23, 2002, the defendant Wwas found guilty of the following offenses:

CASE OFFENSE DESCRIPTION AND OFFENSE  VA.CODE
NUMBER INDICATOR (E/M) DATE SECTION
CR02-1689.01 Robbery (1) 11/13/2001 18,258
CR02-1689-02 Use or Display of Firearm in

Cnmmm:m; Robbery &) 11/13/2001 18.2.53.1
CR02-1689-03 Robbery () 11/13/2001 18.2.58
CR02-1689-04 Use or Display of Firearm in

Committing Robbery () 11/13/2001 18.2.53.1
CR02-1689.05 Armed Statutory Burglary @® 11/13/2001 18.2-99
CR02-1689-08 Abduction 1) 11/13/2001 18.2.47
CR02-1680.09 Use or Display of Firearm in

itting Abduction ® 11/13/2001 18.3.53 1

disor anargSentencmgguid 'esandthegmdelines worksheets Sentencing
gui €S worksheets and the WIltten explanation of afxomthegmdehneg‘ are
Drderedﬁledasapmofthemcordinthis ; w

Before ‘Pronouncing the sentence, the Coyrt inquired if the defendant desired o make g
Statement and if the defendant desired

to advance any Teason why jndgment should not pe
Pronounced, and the defendant gave ng reason why judgment should not pe pronounced.



660068280
The Court SENTENCES the defendant to:

Incarceration with the Virginia Department of Corrections for the term of: LIFE for
Robbery, No., 1; 3 years for Use or Display of Firearm in Committing Robbery, No, 2;

for Robbery, Ng, 3; 5 years for Use or Display of Firearm in Committing Robbery,
No. 4; LYFE for Armed Statutory Burglary, No. 6; 10 years for Abduction, No, 8ands
Years for Usa or.Display of Firearm jn Committing Abduction, No, 9, The total sentence
imposed isSLIEEE‘ERnasplnszs YEARS,

DNA. The Defendant shay allow & sample of blood o be taken for enalysis pursuant to §19.2-
310.3 and be Tespousible for all faeg ang Costs related theret,

Credi:fﬂr&meﬁersrd IhedefmdmtshanbegimcredirforﬁmespminconﬂnmthMIe
ting trial pursvant to Code § 53.1-187,

j Z - -z Ow . 2. ENTER: -
DATE JUDGE
DEFENDANT IDmTIFICATION
SSN: DOB SEX: M
§ [&] SUMMARY-

TOTAL SENTENCE IMPosp LIFE TERMS phus 23 vEARS

e 220
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. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS (jf/éjnggf 09:46.14
! DIVISION OF OPERATIONS
UNIFORM COMMITMENT REPORT

* LEGAL UPDRATE #*
PAGE 1 CURRENT DATE: 04/28/2003

CLERK ID: JCE
STATUS: ACTIVE VERIFICATION CLERK ID:

INMATE NUMBER: NAME: STEPHENS LAWRENCE JACOB

CURRENT LOCATION: VA "PENINSULA REGIONAL JAIL _ DATE RECEIVED: 21JAN2003

JAIL<CREDIT.DAYS:‘OO412 SEN START DATE: 05DEC2001

CLASS LEVEL: 3 TOTAL SENTENCE: 023 YEARS 00 MONTHS 000 DAYS M-LIFE

NOT ELIGIBLE FOR DISCRETIONARY PAROLE
NOT ELIGIBLE FOR MANDATORY OR GOOD TIME RELEASE

THE ABOVE ANTICIPATED DATES ARE BASED ONATHE'ASSUMPTION THAT YOU WILL CON-
TINUE TO EARN GOOD TIME AT YOUR PRESENT EARNING LEVEL AND THAT YOU WILL NOT

05DEC2001 - 21JAN2003 00412 JAIL CREDIT DAYS FROM VA PENINSULA REGTONAL JAIL
JAIL CREDIT DAYS INCLUDED IN TOTAL JCD.

19DEC2002 SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X SPC) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT(S) OF ROBBERY
FOR 600 YRS 00 MOS 000 DAYS

COURT DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE

210AN2003  I.C.C. ASSIGNED Crass 3 '
IRREL FOR DAROLE

19DEC2002 'SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X FTX) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT(S) OF USE OF FIREARM IN FELONY
FOR 003 YRS 00 MOS 000 DAYS

COURT DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE
' * CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE #
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"PAGE 3

INMATE NUMBER : NAME: STEPHENS

18DEC2002

19DEC2002

19DEC2002

19DEC2002

15DEC2002

AR VR i e
AR ) L d R LY

"¥*LEGAL UPDATE W s «

SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X SPC) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT (8) oF ROBBERY

FOR 600 YRS 00 MOS 000 DAYs
COURT DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE

SENTENCE (ESX' FTI-X FTX) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT.(S) OF USE OF FIREARM IN FELONY
FOR 005 YRS 00 Mog 000 DAYS

COURT‘DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE

SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X spC) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT (S) oOF STATUTORY BURGLARY
FOR 600 YRS 00 MOS 000 DAYS

COURT DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE

SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X PTX) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT(8) oF KIDNAP/ABDUCT
FOR 010 ¥YRg 00 MOS 000 DAYS

COURT DISPOSITION: TOTALLY CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE

SENTENCE (ESX FTI-X FTX) FROM YORK
ON 01 COUNT (S) OF USE OF FI

REARM IN FELONY
FOR 005 yRg 00 MQS 000 DAYS

1 e Y
- N { . (&
f.x;&yﬂwUﬁuﬁil
1
)

LAWRENCE

N

n:‘\, )

04/28/2003
JACOR

: LUTATIITY CUNSECUTIVE SENTENCE
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INMATE PROFILE TIME: 09:46:14

DATE: 04/28/2003

INMATE NO: . INMATE NAME: STEPHENS LAWRENCE JACOB
CURRENT LOCATION: wa PENINSULA REGIONAL JATI,
STATUS: ACTIVE DATE RECEIVED: 21Jan 2003 DATE VERIFIED: 28APR 2003

DATE JUR. OFFENSE CNT SENTENCE (YMD) STATUS

19DEC2002 YORK ROBBERY 01 600 00 000 S-LIFE CONSECUTIVE
1SDEC2002 YORK USE OF FIREARM (] 003 00 000 CONSECUTTVE
19DEC2002 YORK ROBBERY 01 600 00 0QQ S-LIFE CONSECUTIVE
15DEC2002 YORK USE OF FIREARM 01 005 00 000 CONSECUTIVE
15DEC2002 YORK STATUTORY BURGL, 01 600 00 000 S-LIFE CONSECUTIVE
19DEC2002 YORx KIDNAP/ARDUCT 01 010 00 000 CONSECUTTIVE
19DEC2002 YOR®R USE OF FIREARM 01 005 00 000 CONSECUTTVE

MMQLH& U237 YRT LU0 MOS 000 DAYS

FIRST TERM FELON
JAIL CREDIT DAYS: 412 SEN START DATE: 05DmC 2001
GCA LEVEL: 3 EFFECTIVE DATE: 210aN 2003

CURRENT SECURITY DATE NIC SCORE o0p MENTAL :
MEDICAL: ' WRK CLASS

ADJUSTMENT COMMITTER ACTIONS (LAST 18 MONTHS)

DAT OFFENSE PENALTY

TOTAL CONVICTIONS: 0

RELEASE/ESCAPE EVENTS:
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
DIVISION oF OPERATIONS

*% SENTENCE S ¥ ok PAGE: 01
FNCE SUMMAR DATE: 03/04/2003
INMATE NO; INMATE NAME : STEPHENS LAWRENCE JACOB
CURRENT LOCATION: va PENINSULA REGIONAL JAIL, 00480
DOJ:  19DEC2002 OFFENSE: CNTS-01 " 1200-ROBBERY FTI-X
COURT: YORK g (CIRCUTT ) TYPE: ESX-spc DISP: CONSECUTIVE
ORIGINAL, SENTENCE UNCALCULATED SENTENCE NET SENTENCE
000 YRS 00 Mos 000 DAYS 000 vRg 00 MOS 000 pavs 000 YRS 00 Mog 000 DAYS
SPECIAL SENTENCE- S-LIFE
OFFENSE DATE. 13NOV2001 MEMO ; CR02-1689-01
DOJ:  19DEC2002 OFFENSE: CNTS-01 5252-USE OF FIREARM IN FELONY FTI-X
COURT: YORK (CIRCUIT ) TYPE: ESX-pryx DISP: CcoNseEcurIvVE
ORIGINAL SENTENCE ‘UNCALCULATED SENTENCE ENTENCE
003 YRS 00 MOS gop DAYS 000 YRS o9 MCS 000 DAYS g3 YRS 00 MOS o0gQo DAYS
OFFENSE DATE. 13NOV2001 MEMO ; CR02—1689-02/ROBBERY
DOJ:  19DEC2002 OFFENSE: CNTS-g1 1200-ROBBERY FTI-X
COURT: vyoRx (CIRCUIT ) IYPE: ESX-gpc DISP: CONSECUTIVE
ORIGINAT, ;
000 YRS 00 Mog 000 DAYS (Qgg YRS 00 MOS 00p DAYS 000 yRg 00 MOS 000 payg
SPECIAL SENTENCE- S-LIFE
OFFENSE DATE.: 13NOV2001 MEMO ; CR02-1689-03
DOJ:  19DEC2002 OFFENSE: CNTS-01 5252-USE of FIREARM IN FELONY FTI-X
COURT: YOR® (CIRCUTT ) TYPE: ESX-prx DISP: CONSECUTIVE
ORIGINAT, SENTENCE UNCALCULATED SENTENCE NET SENTENCE
005 ¥RS 00 mog 000 DAYS gqp YRS 00 MOs 0og DAYS 005 vRrs 00 MOS 000 pavg
OFFENSE DATE . 13NOV2001 MEMO : CR02-1689-04/ROBBERY
DOJ:  19DEC2005 OFFENSE : CNTS-01 2210-STATUTORY BURGLARY FTI-X
COURT. YORK (CIRCUIT ) TYPE: ESX~SPC DISp; CONSECUTIVE
ORIGINAT, SENTENCE UNCAL.CULATED SENTENCE NET SENTENCE
000 YRS oo MOS 000 Dayvg 000 YRS 00 MOs 000 DAYs 000 YRS 00 MOs 000 DAYS
: SPECIAL SENTENCE: g-g, F
OFFENSE DATE. 13NOV2001 MEMO : CR02~1689-05/ARME% .
DOJ:  19pEE200s OFFENSE - CNTS-01 1000~KIDNAP/ABDUCT FTI-X
COURT: vqo (CIRCUIT ) TYPE: Egx-pry DISp CONSECUT
: s IVE
OlgRIGINAL SENTENCE UNCALCULATED SENTENCE NET SENTENCE
YRS 00 Mos 000 DAYS ggp YRS 00 MOS (qg DAYS 010 yrg 00 MOS 009 DAYS
OFFENSE DATE. 13Nov2001] MEMO CR02-1689-¢g
gggéT-lggaczooz OFFENSE : CNTS-01 5252-USE Of FIREARM 1N FELONY Fri.x
s 0) (CIRCUTT ) PE: ESX-pry DISP; CONSECUTIVE
oo YRgNﬁg o SENTENCE UNCALCULATED SENTENCE NET SENTENCE
MOS 000 pavg 000 YRS 00 Mog 000 DAYS g5 YRS 00 mog 000 Daysg
OFFENSE DATE. 13NOV2001 MEMO -

CRO2—1689—09/ABDUCTION

TOTAL SENTENCE ; 023 ¥Rg

00 MOs qog DAYS
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; DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS '
‘ DIVISION OF OPERATIONS . PAGE ;

. UNIFORM COMMITMENT FORM DATE: 03/04/¢

******************ﬁ
INMATE NO: _ NAME: STEPHENS » LAWRENCE J *
SPN NO: S8ID NO: -- -BI NO, :
CURRENT LOCATION: J1D-VA PENINSULA REGIONAL JAIL :
SEN: . BEX: MALE RACE: BLACK :
BIRTH: -=-- POR:- :
AGE: 20 HGT: Frp. IN: WGT™ BUILD: :
HAIR: EYES: COMPLEXTON *
*
SCARS/MARKS/TATTQOS: :
AKA/ALIAS/NICKNAME STEVEPHENS + LAWRENCE J *
*

w*****************-

IN CASE oF EMERGENCY NOTIFY:
" STREET OR P O Box NUMBER :

CITY, STATE AND zIp CODE :

PHONE NUMBER: AREA copm. ' PHONE .
MARITAL: TRADE/PROFESSTON.
PSYCHIATRIC:
MEDICATL -

MEDICAL LOCATION STATUS :

TESTED GRADE LEVEL:
OTHER: NOT REVIEWED : LAST GRADE COMPLETED ;

CURRENT M/S OFFENgE. 1000-KIDNAE/ABDUCT
TOTAL CURRENT SENTENCE: 800-00-00g
PRIOR INMATE NO(g) .

BETAINER: No ISSUED:

DOC DATE. 21JAN2003
SENTENCE START DATE. 05DEC2001
MORE PRIOR NO(s)? No

TYPE ; CODE :
DISCRETIONARY PAROLE ELIGIBILTTY DATE:
ATORY PAROLE RELEASE DATE .
e T . INMATE CLASSIFICATION(S) ——————— R — INMATE OFFENSE(g) -.________ *
DATE REASON SCORE/OVER SECURITY oN il

DATE INFRACTION DESCRIPTION
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this afternoon?

please, Judge,

courtroom. )

Versus Lawrence Jacob Stephens . Is the Commonwealth

ready?

I be substituted,
is also a motion b

withdraw,

filed by -- via a letter through my client asking that

other coungel be appointed; ang there

Y -~ filed by me for leave to

(The court reporter was sworn.)

THE COURT: What's vour pleasure

MS. MAWw: Lawrence Stephens firast,

(The Defendant entered the

THE CLERK: Commonwealth of Virginia

MS. MAW: Yes, ma'am,

THE CLERK: Is the Defendant ready?

MR. KONSTANTINOU: Yes, ma'am,
THE COURT. This is on a motion?

TEE COURT: Thank you.

MR. KONSTANTINDU: There ig g motion

THE COURT- Okay. Angd what is the
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10
il
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

good cause that would require the Court to permit you
to withdraw?

MR, KONSTANTINOU: Your Honor, I
received a letter from Mr. Stephens -- I guess it came
to the office on Saturday, but T saw it on Monday --
accusing me of substantial brofessional misconduct. T
looked at it I spoke with the bar yesterday to get
their opinion on what is the appropriate thing to do,

And, basically, they saig, you know,
you have to look at yourself; if you feel -- and I'll
be glad to share -- if the Court wants to read the
letter, I've got it Basically he is accusing me of
lying and Ccheating.

And, you know, you cannot have a --
a working relationship with a client -- and it'g his
Tight. I mean, I'm not going to dispute hig right to
call me anything he wants. But when —- and I ask the
Court to be mindful of the Court's pPrivate pPractice. T

mean, you can't have your client call ¥Ou a liar and a

situation ang -- and be able to répresent the client

with a good relationship, I mean, I --
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

25
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coming to trial ever®?

MR. KONSTANTINOU: Well, I think if

a pattern develops, the Court can read through the
battern,

net ~- ang there are many, but you are one of them. 1
have never, €Ver suspected that you misrepresented
anything even when you are in a strongly'adversarial
Position with the Court. vou do not misrepresent them.
And that would be an observation, if the Court may,

The Cheating, T don't know what that
has to do with; but ag far as 1 know, you're a very
upstanding and moral person, ang cheating ig not
Something T would ever Suspect you of.

MR. KONSTANTINOU: And I do thank
the Court for the Court's kind words, ang I will advise
the Court 1 have worked Very hard in rchig case. I have
Cried my best. I have-hopefully not exhausted the

Commonwealth'g pPatience, T hope I have used some of
their goodwill, not all of it,

But, you know, I have -- when
somebody accuses you, vour Honor, of being a 1liar and a

cheat, T mean -~ and 1 thought about it, you know,
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malpractice carrier.

Dotentially you hear bar complaints that might come out
I don't know if I've got to notify my

It's just, at this'point, il
seems to me the relationship ig not 'what it shoulg be,

and these are the groundg for -~ for my motion.

THE COURT:

yeu've looked within,

All right, Are yoyu --

obviously, as the bar hag
suggested,
appearance of your Professional conduct that would give
Mr. Stephens reason to think that you have lied to him
or cheated him?

MR. KONSTANTINOU -
done no guch thing to the best of my knowledge,

THE COURT:

No, sir, T have

So in vour conscience,
You are clear?

MR, KONSTANTINOU: In my conscience
I am clear, but the bar said the appearance isg
important ag well.

THE COURT- Absoluteiy the

appearance ig important, gq I ask you to ingquire

within. 1g the case set for trial?

MR. KONSTANTINOU Yes, sir,

THE COURT: When is it gets?
MR. KONSTANTTNOU : Next Tuesday.
MS. MAW: with a jury.

e et o e e
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THE COURT: With a Jjury?

MS. MAW: VYes, sir. Judge, just as
an aside, I might point out that the letter that
Mr. Stephens wrote to the Court and thus to the
Commonwealth indicates he's upset over discovery
violations, which is incorrect. Discovery's been
complied with.

I know Mr. Konmstantinou has been out.
there to discuss discovery with Mr, Stephens. and T
might just also add Mr. Konstantinou has zealously
represented this particular client. And the
Commonwealth's position ig it's a delaying tactic by

Mr, Stephens.

THE COURT: That's an adversary's
position, I understand. I'm not an adversary. I try
to look at the matter dispassionately.

MR. KONSTANTINOU: T guess, your
Honor, I'd say -- if I might have one -- I have been a
faithful officer of this Court and -- have tried to be,
and I have never had a client accuse me of these items,
periocd. And I would feel extremely uncomfortable

representing the Defendant in this matter after what he

said.

THE COURT: When were you appointed,
sir?
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MR, KONSTANTINOU: I was appointed
in general district court sometime in the winter,

THE COURT: well, you've been on --
on board with M, Stephens since theé inception?

MR. RONSTANTINOU; Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And this accusation has
surfaced over the weekend?

| MR. KONSTANTINOU: The letter came

in on Saturday. I opened it on Monday.

THE COURT: And that's on the eve of
trial, basically?

MR. KONSTANTINOU: Basically.

THE COURT: Are You ready to try the
case? Professionally, are you ready to try the casge?

MR. KONSTANTINOU: As ready as we're
going to get. But I would feel extremely uncomfortable

doing it, vour Honor. I will be fair with the Court
and honest with the Couxrt .,

THE COURT: I understand, T
understand vour discomfort, That would not render you
any less effective, 1 would suggest to you and to
Mr. Stephens. Does this Defendant have codefendants?

MS. MAW: ves, Judge. Friday we
have another jury in front of Judge Nance with a

codefendant. There was actually five codefendants.
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THE COURT: Do you recall who the
counsel is in that case?

MS. MAW: Mr. Twitty.

THE COURT: That's retained counsel?

MS. MAW: VYes.

THE COURT: Retained Or appointed?

MS. MAW: I believe he's retained,
Judge.

THE COURT: Mr. Stephens, are you
going to hire a lawyer if I let Mr, Ronstantinou go?

THE DEFENDANT: Yesg, sir.

THE COURT: You are going to hire a
Lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you knew who
you're going to hire?

THE DEFENDANT : Mr. George Paul
Martin.

THE COURT: paul Murray?

THE DEFENDANT: MarEin,

THE COURT: Ppaul Martin?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: well, now, I'll permit

You to hire g lawyer to replace Mr. Konstantinou,

That's your desire?

B ot e e R
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: well, you're entitled to
have counsel of your own choosing. How long is it
going to take You to get him retained?

THE DEFENDANT: My family -- they've
been talking to him over the weekend, My mother andg my
bfother's Supposed to be going down to his office
sometime tomorrow morning,

THE COURT: Okay. Do you think he
will be hired tomorrow? '

THE DEFENDANT: . Probably, sir. T

can't say right now.
THE COURT: Okay. Well, why don't
we continue the matter until Thursday, then, to

determine whether or not he's hired counsel?

MS. MAW: Certainly, Judge. That
would be fine.

THE COURT: a1l right,
Mr, Konstantinou, at this point T have not relieved you
of counsel: but Mr. Stephens indicates he's going to
hire his own lawyer, which he is certainly entitled to
do.

And you tell your family, if you
will, sir, Itve continued this matter until Thursday --

THE DEFENDANT - Yes, sir,
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THE COURT: -- with your
representation they're going to meet with counsel
tomorrow, hopefully retaining him, Aal1 right, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: And you come back here

on Thursday morning. Can you transport him back on
Thursday morning, nine o'clock, please.
THE DEFENDANT : Thank you, your

Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Konstantinou, you

don't have to be here on Thursday'morning. All right?

I'll let you know whether or not you‘ve been relieved.

MR, RONSTANTINOU: And I would
appreciate the Court -- I wouldg feel very

uncomfortable, after these allegations, representing
this Defendant.

THE CQURT: T read you loud and
Clear, Mr, Ronstantinoy,

MR, KONSTANTINOU: Thank you very
much.

(The Proceedings were concluded. )
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CERTIFICATE OF COURT REPORTER

I, Deborah Kless-Jimenez, hereby
certify that I, having been duly sworn, was the Court
Reporter in the Circuit Court for the County of York at
York, Virginia, on the 17th day of September, 2002, at

the time of the hearing herein,

I further certify that the foregoing

transcript is a true and accurate record of the

testimony and other incidents of the hearing herein.

Given under my hand thig day of
» 2003.

COPY

Court Reporter
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- VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR YORK COUNTY

AND
THE CITY OF POQUOSON

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINLA - |
.o : 'DOCKET NO. 1689
LAWRENCE JACOB STEPHENS, | |

Defendant :

HIS MEMORANDUM OF PLEA AGREEMENT is presented to the Circuit

_ T
Court for the County of York County and the City of Poquoson, in compliance with Rule

3A:8(c)(2) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia,
PART ]

The Defendant currently stands charged with two (2) counts of Robbery, in violation of
§18.2-58 of the Code of Virginia, (1950), as amended, each an Unclassified Felony; four (4)
counts of Use of a Firearm while committing a Felony, in violation of §18.2-53.1 of the Code of
Virginia, (1950), as amended, each an Unclassified Felony; two (2) cowits of Abduction, in
violation of §18.2-47 of the Code of Virginia, (195 0), as amended, each a Clags 5 Felony; one (D
count of Larceny of a Firearm, in violation of §18.2-95(iii) of the Code of Virginia, (1950), as
amended, an Unclassified Felony; and one (1) count of Statutory Burglary, in violation of §18.2-

-90 of the Code of Virginia, (1 950), as amended, a Class 2 F. elony.

PART II

The Commonwealﬂ; of Virginia, by and through Donna M. Maw, Assistani -
Commonwealth's Attorney for York County and the City of Poquoson, and the Defendant, with
the advice and consent of counsel, hereby agree as follows:

1. The Commonwealth will tequest an Order of Nolle Prosequi as. to the one (1) count of
- Larceny of a Firearm (Indictment No. 5), one (1) count of Abduction (Indictment No, 7), and
one (1) courit of Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony (Indictment No, 10).

2. The Defendant shall plead “Guilty” to the remaining indictments of two (2) counts of

Robbery, three (3) counts of Use of 2 Firearm while Committing a Felony, one (1) count of
Abduction, and one (1) count of Statutory Burglary; Indictment Nos. 1,2,3,4,6.8 and 9

3. The Defendant also shall stipulate that the Circuit Court for York County and the City of
Poquoson ‘has jurisdiction over the charge and that, if presented, the Commonwealth’s
evidence would be sufficient to prove the Defendant’s guilt to the charge, beyond a
reasonable doubt. i '




' PART Il o ' ’
In accordance with the provisions of Subparagraph (c)(1)(C) of said Rule 3A;8, the
Commonwealth and the Defendant have agreed to jointly move the Court to order the preparation
of a presentence report by the Parole and Probation Officer of the York/Poquosen Cireuit Court

I, THE UNDERSIGNED DEFENDANT, HAVE READ AND REVIEWED THE
TERMS OF THE FOREGOING AGREEMENT WITH MY ATTORNEY AND AGREE TO
ABIDE BY ITS TERMS. I UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCES OF MY FAILURE TO
DO SO AND AM DOING SO FREELY AND VOLUNTARILY. '

AGREED TO this 20" day of September, 2002.

i (Maee ) Qe o

Lawrence Jacob Ste;{hens, De?eﬁdam

Jdhn Konstanfinon,
5t e
| ?53M2%0f2~.
| Do‘m;dMaw

Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney

000101
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July 19, 2007

RERSQML-ANLLCQNFH)EN'HAL
Mir. Lawrence J. Stephens .

Sussex I State Prison
24414 Musselwhite Drive
Waverly, va 23891

Re: Inthe Matter of John Dimitrios Konstantinou, Esq.
VSB Docket No. 05-060-1 623

Dear Mr. Stephens:

Enclosed s 5 copy of the Subcommittee Determination (Private Reprimand) by the Sixth
District Subcommittee of the Virginia State Bar issued to the Respondent,

Very truly yours,

M&W@ubﬂi
Marian 1, Beckett
Assistant Bay Counsel

MIB/sen
Enclosure

ce:  Jennifer Lee Parrigh, Convenor, Sixth Distriet Committee
Barbara §. Lanier, Clerk of the Disciplinary System

| —




VIRGINIA:

BEFORE THE SIXTH DISTRICT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR

IN THE MATTER OF JOHN DIMITRIOS KONSTANTINOU, ESQ.
V8B Docket Nos. 05-060-1623 and 05-060-2382

SUBCOMMITTEE DETERMINATION
PRIVATE REPRIMAND WITHOUT TERMS

On the 28" day of J une, 2007, a meeting in this matter was held before duly convened
subcommittes of the Sixth District Committee consisting of Richard Henry Stuart, Esq., John E,
Graham, and Jennifer Lee Parrish, Esg., presiding.

Pursuant to Part 6, § IV, § 13(G)(1)(d) of the Rules of Virginia Supreme Court, a
subcommittee of the Sixth District Committee of the Virginia State Bar hereby serves upon the

Respondent the following Agresd Disposition of a Private Reprimand Withoyt Terms:

L. FINDINGS OF FACT
= 2NDINGS OF FACT

2 The Respondent was court-appointed to represent client Lawrence J. Stephens



the Complainant’s petition. A three-judge panel of the Court of Appeals subsequently denied the
appeal by final order dated December 23, 2003,

4, By letter dated January 2, 2004, the Respondent timely informed the Complainant
of the denial of his appeal. In the same correspondence, the Respondent informed the
Complainant that he would further appeal the matter to the Supreme’ Court of Virgiﬂia.

However, the Respondent failed to fije & petition for appeal to the Supreme Court.

the date the petition was due.

6. The Respondent subsequently contacted attorney Charles Haden to request that he
offer the Complainant assistance in filing a habeas ¢orpus petition seeking the right to a delayed
appeal. Mr. Haden agreed to provide such assistance,

As to VSB Docket No, 05-060-2382

7. The Respondent was court-appointed by the Circuit Court of the City of

of the client with the Virginia Court of Appeals. The Court received the trial record on October

6, 2003. The Respondent failed 1o file & Petition for Appeal in the case, and the appeal wag

dismissed on December 9, 2003,




e

to the date the petition was due,

10  The Respondent subsequently spoke with atiorney John McLees to request that he
offer the client assistance in filing a habeas Corpus petition seeking the rightto a delayed appeal,
Mr. McLees agreed to provide such assistance, ‘

. NATURE OF MISCONDUCT
As to VSB Docket Nos. 05-060-1623 ang 05-060-2382:

The Subcommittee finds that the following Rules of Professional Condugct have been
violated:

RULE 1.3 Diligence

@  Alawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and prompiness in Tepresenting a

II. PRIVATE REPRIMAND
0. PRIVATE REPRIV

Accordingly, it is the decision of the Subcommittee to impose a Private Reprimand on the

Respondent, and he is 50 reprimanded.

1V. COSTS

Pursuant to Pgg Six, § IV, q I3BY8)(e)(1) of the Rules of the Supreme Court, the Clerk
of the Disciplinary System shall assess cogts,

SIXTH DISTRICT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR

By: ' | B | ;2 A
; ;énnifer Lee Varrish, Chair




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I certify that I have this ﬁay of _\_:Ltw%' » 2007, mailed a trye
and correct copy of the Subcommittee Determination (PRIVATE REPRIMAND WITHOUT
TERMS) by CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, to the Respondent, John

Dimitrios Konstantinon, Esq., at 1321 Jamestown Rd,, Suite 102, Williamsburg, VA 23185, his
last address of record with the Virginia State Bar.

) fuM-.—&d_,‘ __1_?.'}1_(,&,&,[?-
Marian L. Beckett |
Assistant Bar Counsel




IN THE SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA

LAWRENCE JACOR STEPHENS, Inmate 4
Peﬁtioner,
v. Record No,
DIRECTOR,
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF GORRECTIONS,

Respondent.

PET

ITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS
M

Instructions--Read Carefully




The granting of a writ of habeas corpus does not entitle the petitioner to
dismissal of the charges for conviction of which he ig being detained, byt may gain him

110 more than a new trial,

Drive, Waverly, VA 23891-0003, which is in Sussex County, Virginia,
———="2X Lounty, Virginia

A. Criminal Tria]

1. Name and location of court which imposed the sentence from which you

seek relief: York Coungg Circuit Court (N. Prentig Smiley, It Judge).

2. The offense or offenses for which Sentence was imposed (include indictment

number or numbers if known); Two counts of robbery in violation of Vj, Code § 18.2-
T roobery in violation of Va, Code § 18.2.
58 (Indictment Nos, CR02001689-01 and CR02001689~03); three counts of use of

firearm in the commission of a felony in violation of Va, Code § 18.2-53.1 Indictment
Hrearm in the comm T ——2.0008 § 18.2:53.1 (Indictment
Nos, CR02001689-02= CR02001689—04, and CR02001689—09!; one count of abduction
in violation of Va. Code § 18.2-47 (Indictment No. CRo. ,

\N\Hm-m




4. Check which Plea you made and whether trial by jury:
Plea of guilty: X ; Plea of not guilty: ;
Tral by jury: ; Trial by judge withoyt jury: x|

5. The name and address of each attorney, if any, who Tepresented you at your

criminal trial: John Konstantinoy, Esq., 1321 Jamestown Rd Ste 102, Williamsburg, VA

23185-33735 telephone: (757) 253-0794. facsimile: (757) 229-4882.

6. Did you appeal your conviction? Yes.

7. 1f you answered "yes" to 6, state: the regyls and the date in your appeal or

However, contrary to my wishes, My, Konstantinoy failed to appeal the Court of
Appeals decision to the Supreme Court of Virg@‘a.

8, List the name and address of each attorney, if any, who tepresented you opn

your appeal: John Konstantingy Esq., 1321 Jamestown Rd Ste 102 Williamsbury vA
NMN

23185—3373; telephone: (757) 253»0794; facsimile: {(757) 229-48832.

B. Habeas Corpus
9. Before this Petition did yoy file with, Tespect to this conviction any other

Petition for habeag Corpus in either a State of federal court? No.



10. 1f you answereq "yes" to 9, list with Tespect to each petition: the name and
location of the court in which each was filed, the disposition and the date, and the

hame and address of each attorney, if any, who tepresented you on your habeas corpus:

Not applicable.

12. If you answered "yes" to 11, state: the result and the date of each petition,
the citations of court opinions or orders on your habeas petition, and the name and

address of each attorney, if any, who Tepresented you on appeal of your habeas corpus:

Not applicable,

C. Other Petitions, Motions or Applications

orders. Give the name and address of each attorney, if any, who Tepresented you: Not

applicable.

D. Present Petition

14. State the grounds which make your detenion unlawful, including the faets

on which yoy intend to rely: I allege ineffective assistance of counse] by John
Konstantinou, in violation of my rights under the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to




i P! pp D irginia, contrary to my wishes,
Mr. Konstantinoy says that he will acknowledge that his failure to perfect my appeal to
the Supreme Court of Virginia constituted ineffective assistance of counsel. See Strickiand
v. Clark, 227 va, 525, 318 S.E.2d 399 (1984!. The right to counsel on appeal *also
comprehends the Hght to effective assistance of counge] Evitts v, Lucey, 49 U.s, 387,
105 8

. Ct. 830, 83 L.Ed.2d 821 (1 985); Fitzgerald , Wardeﬁ: 4. Va. App. 371, 358

S.E.2d 576 1987), rekearine enbanc, 6 Va, App, 38, 366 S.E.2d 615 (1988); Dodson v,

e ini ; , i rant my haheas
Supreme Court of Virginia from the firia] judgment of the Court of Appeals entered
December 23 2003.

—-_'_‘_',——-—-—L..*_____




16. If any ground set forth in 14 has riot been Presented to a court, list each

ground and the reason why it was not: ] have had no o portunity heretofore to raise
sax-=dad no op

the issue of ineffective assistance of counsel,

- AL _—‘-~—_-‘-—-‘-_—___-"'-
Signature of Petitioner

Address of Petitioner:

ence Jacob Stephens,
Sussex I State Prison
24414 Musselwhite Drive
Wavarly, VA 23891-0003

STATE OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF SUSSEX, to-wit:
The petitioner being first duly sworn, says:
| 1. She signed the foregoing petition;

2. The facts stated in the petition are trye 1o the best of
her information ang belief.

Signature of Petitioner

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

: . 2004,
-_——

day of

Notary Public

My commission expires;
—_—




AFFIDAVIT IN FORMA PAUPERIS
STATE OF VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, to-wit:
The petitioner being duly Sworn, says;

L. I am unable to Pay the costs of this action or give security therefor;

2. My assets amount 10 a total of §

Signature of Petitioner

Subscribed and sworm to before me this day of

2004,

"‘—'——-__._'____‘-_a

- Nomyrpaph




Charles E, Haden
Attorney at Lay
T;Tt’:phoﬁemsiSﬂﬂlz e 1830 Todds Lane, Suite B; Hampton, VA 236663135
Fax (757) 8382062
November 5,2004
Lawrence J, § i
¢/o Sussex 1 State Prison _
24414 Musselwhite Drive
Waverly, VA 23891-0003
Dear Mr. Stephens:
I am wrj

iting in response tg YOur letter dateq November 3, 2004. I have received
the signed anq hotarized habeag Petitions y.

ou sent me and I haye already forwarded them
to the Virginia Supreme Court for filing,




Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC: -.-..M0B

Re: Request for 5 Conditional Pardon by Governor’s Office

Dear Governop Northam,

of a three life terms plus twenty-three (23) years I was given for crimes that | committed such ag

(1) count of Statutory Burglary, (2) counts of Robbery, (1) count of Abduction, and (4) counts of
Use of a firearm while in commission of a felony. I am writing to yoq today to respectfully
Tequest that I be granted 5 Conditional Pardon by your office.

On November 13, 2001, I entereq the home of Mr. dMr




Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC; D.0.B

e o

with me, they blamed me for the situation we were in, I fortified myself and ignored harsh words
from her barents, because my only focus wag providing for my daughter.

Things were very hard for

admit that I utilizeq irrational thinking at 3 time because I was abusing drugs and alcohol as we]],
I made the worst decision of my life,

I have been in prison for the past cighteen years of my life and there isn’t 5 day that goes
by where I don’t think about M «d Mr. 'ud the pain that caused them and
their families. [ have sat here in my cell op many of nights and agked myself “how would feel if
Someone were to do that to my family?” There are times when [ reflect on what did to the

e — e
B



not received a Tesponse to my peti
regain my freedom,

" .

est that I be considereq for early release, but as of today I have
tion. A conditiona] pardon is the only option I have left to



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens D~ *D.0.B

post prison. I will also have a stable home with my sister, ) My siste

a business owner so will have employment that wi]] provide me with g steady
income to Support my essential nees. I plan to invest my time towards youth groups that
Promote education and Job training skills, mental Heajth awareness, leadership skills, and the
prevention of gun violence, gangs, drug abuse, and domestic violence. Children who grow up in

neighborhoods, Communities, and environments similar to mine, often find themselves in bad

with my daughters and create New memories with them,

Sincerely,

Lawrence Stephens

Lawrence Jacoh Stephens

Sussex IT State Prison
24427 Musselwhite Drive
Waverly, Virginia 23891

B
B e — e r— s—sr—



SENATE OF VIRGINIA

DAVID W, MARSDEN
SFTH SENATORINL Bizrmicr
HART OF ©amrax CoLMTY
., 2ox 1 Qagy
SURKE, VIRGINIA S2G0D

UMM T AESIGNAV LN TS
ACRICUTLRE, LOMEERVATION sMp
NATORAL RESOURors
~ITAL GOVERMENT
TRANS™ORTAT CN

Tonya Chapman

Chair of Virginia Parole Board
6900 Atmore Drive
Richmond, VA 23225

Dear Chair Tonya Chapman:

I am writing you to ask you to review the case of M. Lawrence Stephens , -- who is
currently incarcerated at Sussex IT State Prison in Waverly, Virginia. He was sentenced to 3 life

sentences at the age of 18 years old. Having reviewed his case, I believe he was handed a
sentence that far exceeds the offenses committed.

I'sincerely thank you for your time and attention to this matter,

Respectfully Yours,

@GM Munat,

Dave Marsden

Senator, Virginia Senate
37™ District

EXHIBIT




Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC # D.O.E

SUPPORT LETTERS FROM FAMILY AND
FRIENDS




Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC D.o.B

November 19, 2020

Dear Honorable Parole Board,

course, the children were much older by this time.

Jacob and his sister occupied a special place in oyr heart (and still do.) They were like our
“adopted” children. They ate with us, did work around our home, watched our daughters, went

on family vacations and so on. There was never a dyl] moment with them around and we loved
it!

After serving several years, today, I am asking that you grant Lawrence Jacob Stephens parole.

He has a positive cjrcle of family members and friends who will provide the needed support
upon his release.

I thank you for the opportunity and pray that he ig granted parole,

Sincerely,

Mirs. Tanya Smith
Email



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC .0.B

Tracy Stephens

Charlotte, NC 28273

November 16, 2020

Dear Parole Board,

- ) nd|are raising 3 children. 17
yr. old . 16yr. old and 2 yr. old’ All of which have Spoken to Lawrence on the
phone as well over the years. We reside in a suburban town called North Carolina. It is 20

minutes outside of the city of Charlotte. Quiet neighborhoods lined with sidewalks and plenty of fresh

The reason | am writing is because | believe my brother-in law should be released. | am aware of the
crime he committed at the age of 18. 1 do not believe the length of time he was given was fair. My
brother-in law stands to spend the rest of his life in prison for a crime he committed almost 20 years

a changed man who understands that his actions have reépercussions, but to spend the rest of his life in
prison just seems cruel and unfair.

Should the Board see fit to let Lawrence Jive the remainder of his life as a free man and | are
Prepared to support him as he transitions to life on the outside. We own 3 S5-bedroom home i -

nNC. This home offers 5 guest bedroom accommodation. owns her own business asa
photographer and videographer. She has clients ranging from individuals to families and the Chamber of
Commerce. She is in a position to offer Lawrence a job as he gets back on his feet. | love Lawrence. My

hope is that he is given the chance to redeem himself of his short comings as a teen and live a free life as
the man he is today. | vow to support him in any way that | can,.

Sincerely,

Tracy Marie Stephens

- et e 20e eae



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC # 2.0.L._

Dear Honorable Members of the Parole Board,

My name is Traletta D, Banks I am a Career Advisor for North Carolina’s Workforce System, I
am located in the Mecklsnburg County Detention Center, where I assist individuals with criminal
records, who are transitioning back into the community. I also recently started my own community
organization named Erika’s Closct. Erika’s Closet provides formally incarcerated individuals with
clothing and toiletries needed to reach their professional and personal goals, Mrs,

is an active board member for my non-profit organization. She has Supported not only our mission,

to support formerly incarcerated returning community members, but she has also made a mission
to support her brother,

I am writing you in reference to Lawrence Jacob Stephens, who is a, fi
multiple life sentences at Sussex State Prison, for a crime he committed at the young age of 18,1
have known Mr. Stephens family now for over 10 years. Even though, Lawrence’s past decisions
has resulted to his incarceration, his family is supportive and has been his entire sentence. His

rst time offender, serving

community, will be there to support Lawrence as he reenters our community, He also has children,
who have missed theijr father’s love and support. His children are now young adults and could use
their father’s guidance and wisdom to help them through their life journeys,

I am writing to ask the honorable members of the parole board to allow him to have a second
chance and consider him for parole. I believe as a first-time offender, that multiple life sentences

family would be of great support, financially, emotionally.

I myself have a criminal record, and someone gave me a second chance to be in the position I am
in today. I believe that if the members of the board would consider Lawrence’s release, that he too
will make a great impact in his community and family.

Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me if
In Solidarity,

there are any questions.

Traletta Danielle Banks- Founder/Visionary of Erika’s Closet

Charlotte, NC 28269



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DO D.E

Dear Governor Ralph Northam,

University. | have been a friend of the Stephens family for 20 years. | am best friends witt
nich is Lawrence’s younger sister and | were inseparable as teenagers. We grew up

family; | would continue to support in any way possible. He has 8rown so much as a man and | truly
believe he can do 5 lot of good in the community. Yes, he has made mistakes, but that does not and
should not define him as a person. His Spirits are high and outlook on life has changed drastically in a
positive manner. As mentioned, we look forward to the day he is home to be 3 part of something bigger
than himself, Positive change to learn, grow and help others,

Please reconsider Lawrence Stephens release. We beliaye thro
been received and we support a fresh start. Not starting from
Thank you for taking the time to reag this letter.

ugh his mistakes; the punishment has
scratch, but from experience and growth.

Sincerely,
Celanese Bozeman

Email;



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOs 1.0.B1

Dear Governor Ralph Northam of Virginia,

I am writing this letter on behalf of Lawrence Jacob Stephens. | am writing in
hopes that this young man will be considered for early release. | have hopes that hig
case can be reexamined. Lawrence Was a young man that was taken away from his
family and friends by a mistake he made 20 years ago. This young man made 3 bad
decision, but to be sentenced to eighty-three years was breathtaking. Lawrence
deserves another chance at society, being a first-time offender with no fatalities in his
crime, | believe his sentence was unjust and cruel. Lawrence is a man that is full of life
and has learned and grown so much over the years by educating himself during his
incarceration. He has become a wise man, Lawrence still has a full life ahead of him,
leaving his past behind him and moving forward to greatness. Lawrence was raised by
his mother after his father passed from sickness when he was a young child. His mother
was a pillar of the community and the backbone of her church, where she raiseq
Lawrence and instilled him with respect, values, and morals. Lawrence was in the junior
choir and also in the youth bible drill team. Lawrence was a great child with a great
childhood that when became a teenager engaged himself with the wrong friends that
one night made a horrible decision that gave him his first offense that led him to prison.
Lawrence is not just another prisoner. Lawrence is a man that | strongly believe, if given
a second chance at saciety, will be another success story. Myself and the rest of his
family as well as the community stands with Lawrence and supports him.

Jennifer Yvonne Powel|

Email:



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC 3 D.0.B

Dear Honorahle Virginia Pargle Board Members,

Iam honored and humbly coming before the
knowledge of offender Lawrence Jacoh Stephens -

lam Teresa Armstrong, | wark as a Mental

parole board asking for an opportunity to share my
l'am related to Jacob through his da ughter

others. | volunteered with many non-profit Organizations. | h
other positive individuals that enjoy helping ex-offenders with the re
into society. The organizations provide mentoring along wit
writing, computer skills and life skill training,

We as a family and his church members are asking the va, Parole Board to refeage Jacob and

ers. Jacob successfully completed
bilitation services, mental health

knowledge the seriousness of the
crime he committed, Jacab has made Peace with God and himself. At this time as an adult with 3



Sincerely, Teresa Armstrong

Contact number




Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC: .0.B

Dear Governor Northam,

Sincerely Yours,

Mrs. Katrina Jiles



Lawrence Jacobs Stephens DOC ¢ D.0.B

Dear Governor Ralph Northam

Sincerely
Mark A. Armstrong, SPHR

Pastor and Probation Ministries

Kem Ministries

e At 5. oo
e Vs et e e
B
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August 6, 2021

24427 Musselwhite Drive
Waverly, VA 23891

RE: ___ . Transfor

Was set for 6/3/21, A total of thyee (€))]

harge wag then heard op 7/6/21, and Hearings

al Resolution, with an agsessed Penalty of 5
Reprimangd,

Trect that this charge was not heard withjp 30 calendar days, as the
ntin

You are ¢g re is no indication of an
approved C, uance, Therefore, the charge

Will be markeg as dismissed/ovartumm.

L also received your Ietter on 7/25, ang I want to thank you for
that our ynit handles; however, I dig ¢op,

. fact someone i the Classification Unit. Your request for transfer i
still pending, Tpe COVID pandemic restricted

Many moves, Aj regular trangfers Were put on hold, byt I
to some normaley, and You should trangfey,

Sincerely,

Q‘?ngﬁw(ﬁu”&

Karen Stapleton
Inmate Discipling Manage,

|



