
[bookmark: _GoBack]Criminals Are Increasingly Using and Trafficking Ghost Guns
· Untraceable guns are increasingly used by illegal gun trafficking rings across the country.
· In 2013 a man was sentenced to 10 years in prison for purchasing more than 900 ghost gun parts kits and firearm receivers, and selling AK-47-style ghost guns for transport to Mexico.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	Christina Caron, ‘Ghost Guns,’ Homemade and Untraceable, Face Growing Scrutiny, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 27, 2017), https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/27/us/ghost-guns-gabby-giffords.html.] 

· Two brothers were arrested in 2014 for trafficking ghost gun pistols and rifles in the California cities of Sacramento and Fresno.[footnoteRef:2] In Sacramento the following year, eight men were indicted for trafficking ghost guns. Undercover officers purchased 67 firearms from the men during the course of an investigation, and upon their arrest law enforcement recovered another 71 firearms.[footnoteRef:3] Also in California in 2015, a man pleaded guilty to selling 92 AR-15-style ghost guns over a six month period.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  	Sari Horwitz, ‘Unfinished Receivers,’ A Gun Part that Is Sold Separately, Lets Some Get Around the Law, WASH. POST (May 13, 2014), https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/unfinished-receivers-that-can-be-used-to-build-guns-pose-problems-for-law-enforcement/2014/05/13/8ec39e9e-da51-11e3-bda1-9b46b2066796_story.html.]  [3:  	Eight Men Indicted for Manufacturing and Dealing AR-15 Type Rifles and Silencers Without a License, U.S. Attorney’s Office, E. D. Ca. (Oct. 15, 2015), https://www.justice.gov/usao-edca/pr/eight-men-indicted-manufacturing-and-dealing-ar-15-type-rifles-and-silencers-without.]  [4:  	Zusha Elinson, The Rise of Untraceable ‘Ghost Guns,’ WALL S. J. (Jan. 4, 2018), https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-rise-of-untraceable-ghost-guns-1515061800 (One Elk Grove, Calif., man caught by Mr. Barlowe’s team pleaded guilty early last year to selling 92 AR-15 style rifles, five handguns and 88 silencers, all without serial numbers, for $264,500 over a six-month period in 2015.”).] 

· After a 2015 bust of a ghost-gun trafficking ring in Long Island, the New York Attorney General called ghost guns “new frontier of illegal firearms trafficking.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  	A.G. Schneiderman Announces Thirty-Two Count Indictment of Two Defendants Charged with Illegally Trafficking Untraceable ‘Ghost Guns’, Office of the Attorney General of N.Y. (Sept. 21, 2015), https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/ag-schneiderman-announes-thirty-two-count-indictment-two-defendants-charged-illegally.] 

· Throughout 2016 law enforcement officers in Massachusetts recovered 115 firearms without serial numbers, which included both ghost guns and initially serialized guns from which the serial number was obliterated.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  	Alex Ceneviva, Bridgeport Police Confiscate Ghost Guns, WTNH NEWS 8 (Aug. 2, 2018), https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/fairfield/bridgeport-police-confiscate-ghost-guns/1341726044] 

· From 2016 through 2017, a Florida man built more than 200 ghost guns and trafficked them into Puerto Rico.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  	Ryan Gillespie, Kissimmee Man Sentenced to 5 Years for Building ‘Ghost Guns’ Without Federal License, ORLANDO SENTINEL (June 14, 2018), https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/breaking-news/os-kissimmee-ghost-guns-20180614-story.html] 

· In 2017 a Los Angeles man sold five ghost gun assault rifles, and agreed to sell 100 more, to a man he believed was a convicted felon who planned to resell the weapons in Egypt and the Philippines, but who was in fact an undercover operative.[footnoteRef:8] In July 2018, the Los Angeles Police Department broke up a brazen gang-trafficking enterprise in Los Angeles, making ten arrests and seizing 45 ghost guns.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  	Machine Shop Employee Pleads Guilty to Federal Charges of Illegally Manufacturing Assault Rifles and Silencers He Intended to Sell, U.S. Attorney’s Office, E.D. Ca. (Dec. 7, 2017), https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/machine-shop-employee-pleads-guilty-federal-charges-illegally-manufacturing-assault; see also Zusha Elinson, The Rise of Untraceable ‘Ghost Guns’, WALL S.J. (Jan. 4, 2018), https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-rise-of-untraceable-ghost-guns-1515061800]  [9:  	Richard Winton, L.A. Gangs Stockpile Untraceable ‘Ghost Guns’ that Members Make Themselves, L.A. TIMES (July 6, 2018), http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-la-gangsters-homemade-guns-20180706-story.html.] 

· In 2017 the former head of the ATF Field Office in Philadelphia stated that ghost guns were “being used in crimes, they’re being recovered at crime scenes,” and were widely available in Philadelphia.[footnoteRef:10] In early 2018, in a township outside Philadelphia, a man pulled a ghost gun on a police officer and attempted to fire, but was shot and killed by the officer before he could do so. The man was prohibited from possessing a firearm due to prior convictions.[footnoteRef:11] The following year, law enforcement narrowly averted a school shooting in another town outside Philadelphia; when they arrested the teenage suspect, they recovered an assembled ghost gun, along with more than 1600 rounds of ammunition.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  	Action News Investigation: ‘Ghost Guns’ on Philadelphia Streets, ABC 6 NEWS (Oct. 30, 2017), https://6abc.com/action-news-investigation-ghost-guns-on-philadelphia-streets/2585920/. ]  [11:  	Peter Hall & Pamela Lehman, Suspect in Fatal Walmart Shooting, Banned from Buying Guns, had Homemade One, POCONO RECORD (May 13, 2018), http://www.poconorecord.com/news/20180513/suspect-in-fatal-walmart-shooting-banned-from-buying-guns-had-homemade-one. ]  [12:  	Chad Pradelli, “Police: Exchange student charged in high school threat built gun from parts bought online,” ABC 7 NEWS (Apr. 2, 2018), http://abc7news.com/police-exchange-student-built-gun-from-parts-bought-online/3293890/.] 

· In 2018 multiple Connecticut men were caught manufacturing and selling untraceable guns.[footnoteRef:13] In the city of Bridgeport, police officers recovered at least seven ghost guns over the course of the year.[footnoteRef:14]  [13:  	E.g., Tamara Sacharczyk, Unregistered, Untraceable Guns Recovered in Massachusetts, WWLP NEWS 22 (Mar. 28, 2018), https://www.wwlp.com/news/i-team/unregistered-untraceable-guns-recovered-in-massachusetts/1086053922; Lauren Sellew, Warrant: Authorities Began Investigating Southington Man Charged with Firearm Offenses When He Tried to Sell Homemade Rifle Online, RECORD-JOURNAL (Nov. 21, 2018), http://www.myrecordjournal.com/News/Southington/Southington-News/Police-Southington-man-charged-after-raid-at-Darling-Street-apartment.html; Testimony of Connecticut Police Chiefs Association on H.B. No. 7219, An Act Concerning Ghost Guns 2 (Mar. 7, 2019), https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/JUDdata/Tmy/2019HB-07219-R000311-Connecticut%20Police%20Chiefs%20Association-TMY.PDF (describing three investigations into ghost guns by Willimantic police).]  [14:  	Tara O'Neill, Bridgeport Ordinance Bans Ghost, 3D-printed Guns, CONN. POST (Nov. 8, 2018), https://www.ctpost.com/local/article/Bridgeport-ordinance-bans-ghost-3D-printed-guns-13375897.php] 

· In 2018 a New Jersey grand jury indicted a man for unlawfully manufacturing and selling untraceable guns after law enforcement seized nearly three dozen weapons from his home, including nearly 20 untraceable guns.[footnoteRef:15] In 2019 four men were arrested for trafficking ghost guns as part of a gun and cocaine trafficking ring.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  	Maxwell Reil, Man Indicted After Selling ‘Ghost Gun’ in Hammonton, ATLANTIC CITY PRESS (Apr. 13, 2018), https://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/man-indicted-after-selling-ghost-gun-in-hammonton/article_16aa48bc-519c-50d5-b66b-748689e9c5b4.html.]  [16:  	12 Arrests in New Jersey ‘Ghost Gun’ Assault Rifles, Cocaine Ring Bust: AG, NBC 4 NY, (Mar. 18, 2019), https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/New-Jersey-Alleged-Ghost-Gun-Assault-Rifle-Cocaine-Ring-Bust-Attorney-General-507304161.html.] 


Ghost Guns Have Been Used in A Number of Recent Shootings
· A man who failed a background check and could not legally purchase a gun built an assault rifle from a ghost gun kit, then used it on a rampage at a college campus in Southern California, firing 100 rounds and killing five people.[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  	Robert Cavnar, Santa Monica Shooter Built His Gun from Parts He Bought Online, HUFFINGTON POST (June 15, 2013), https://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-l-cavnar/santa-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220.html.] 

· In a 2015 murder-suicide, a man killed his romantic partner with a ghost gun, then used a second ghost gun to kill himself.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  	Lyanne Melendez, Walnut Creek Police Say ‘Ghost Gun’ Used in Murder-Suicide, ABC7 NEWS (Aug. 4, 2015), https://abc7news.com/news/walnut-creek-police-say-ghost-gun-used-in-murder-suicide/903250/.] 

· Also in 2015, a California man used an AK-47-style ghost gun rifle to take three individuals hostage during a bank robbery. A chase and shootout followed, in the course of which a hostage was killed.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  	2 Investigates: Untraceable Guns Showing Up at Crime Scenes More Often, KTVU NEWS (Feb. 18, 2015), http://www.ktvu.com/news/2-investigates-untraceable-guns-showing-up-at-crime-scenes-more-often.] 

· In Baltimore in 2016, police responded to reports of gunshots near an apartment complex. A shootout ensued, and the police fatally shot the shooter. After recovering the weapon, police discovered that it was an AR-15-style ghost gun, which was able to “pierce standard issue body armor” and could “fire up to 30 rounds in less than 10 seconds with pin point accuracy.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  	Brian Kuebler, Homemade, Untraceable Guns Pose Threat to Police, WMAR 2 NEWS (Sep. 22, 2016), https://www.wmar2news.com/news/crime-checker/baltimore-city-crime/homemade-untraceable-guns-pose-threat-to-police; David Collins, Police: Man Fired Several Shots at Officer in West Baltimore, WBAL TV 11 News (Updated Jul. 18, 2016), https://www.wbaltv.com/article/police-man-fired-several-shots-at-officers-in-west-baltimore/7101771.] 

· In 2017 a man who was prohibited from owning a gun and under prosecution for multiple crimes assembled two assault-style ghost guns from parts he ordered online and went on a rampage with them, killing six people and injure 10 more.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  	Ray Sanchez, Jason Hanna & Phil Gast, Gunman in Northern California Rampage Was Not Supposed to Have Guns, CNN (Nov. 15, 2017), http://www.cnn.com/2017/11/15/us/california-tehama-county-shootings/index.html; Damon Arthur, Sheriff: Tehama Shooter Built His Own Illegal Guns, RECORD SEARCHLIGHT, (Nov. 15, 2017), http://www.redding.com/story/news/2017/11/15/tehama-shooter-built-his-own-illegal-guns/868737001/.] 

· In 2019 a sixteen-year-old boy used a self-assembled untraceable firearm in a school shooting in Santa Clarita, CA, killing two students and injuring three others.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  	Dakin Andone, The Gunman in the Saugus High School Shooting Used A ‘Ghost Gun,’ Sheriff Says, CNN (Nov. 21, 2019), https://www.cnn.com/2019/11/21/us/saugus-shooting-ghost-gun/index.html.] 

· On New Year’s Eve in 2019 a woman was shot and killed by her son’s ex-girlfriend and the ex-girlfriend’s new fiancé, who used a ghost gun that may have been 3D-printed.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  	Tracy Connor, Couple Gets Engaged, Uses 3D Gun to Murder Ex’s Mom: Cops, DAILY BEAST (Jan. 2, 2020), https://www.thedailybeast.com/police-charge-jack-doherty-and-shaylyn-moran-with-murdering-woman-with-3d-printed-gun. 
] 

